Neoregelia ‘Marechalii’ By Butcher Aug 2010.

Treated as a synonym of Neoregelia carolinae in Smith & Downs but the name persists in nurseries and gardens, generally misidentified. No painting was done in these early days

Aregelia marechalii Mez in Pflanzenreich IV. Fam. 32: 43. 1934. Type. Hortus Berlin s n (B, destroyed ?).

Desc in Mez 1935

9. A. Marechali (Hort. Mak.) Mez, nov. comb. 

Nidularium Marechali Hort. Mak. ex Bak. Bromel. (1889) 9, nomen. 

Regelia Marechali Lindm. in Ofvers. Akad. Holm. 1890, 543. 

Folia submulta dense sed nullo modo utriculatim rosulata, super vaginam paullo longe angustata subensiformia, cet. bene linearia, apice mucrone manifesto imposito anguste rotundata, spinulis multis margine denticulata, utrinque glabra laete viridia, praesertim subtus nitidula, ad 0,3 m longa et 30 mm lata. Inflorescentia inter folia intima colore miniato lucide a basi ultra medium picta apice subito viridia profunde nidulans nec

in cratero omnino occlusa, bene corymbosa, subpauciflora, simplicissima; bracteis florigeris ellipticis, apice rotundatis, integerrimis, sepala ad ¾ aequantibus. Flores pedicellis ad 8 mm longis stipitati, violacei, ad 30 mm longi. Sepala 23 mm longa, basi ad 4 mm connata, lobis anguste ellipticis, subacutis, glabris, paullo asymmetricis. Petala per anthesin sub-erecta, optime acuta, ultra medium connata. Antherae ad 7 mm longae.  Ovarium ad 9 mm

Heimat unbekannt, wahrscheinlich Brasilien. Der vorigen uberaus nahe werwandt, aber beim Vergleich der lebenden Exemplare schon durch die abweichende Farbung der inneren Blatter verschieden. Nur kultiviert bekannt; ich habe die Art vom Berliner 

Bot. Garten erhalten.

Key in Mez

Inflorescentia emergens floribus haud immersis; petala acuta.

"    Folia intima cyathidium involucrantia tota coerulescenti- purpurea  A. Carolinae.

" " Folia intima cyathidium involucrantia miniata, apice abrupte viridia  A. Marechali.

Translated by Butcher

Leaves several dense but not at all forming a rosette utriculum, above the sheath somewhat long narrow almost sword shaped, otherwise clearly linear, tip clearly narrow rounded with a mucron, with many spines on the edges, both sides glabrous bright green, especially shiny underneath, to 0,3 m long and 30 mm wide. Inflorescence between the inmost leaves that are shiny scarlet coloured at the base suddenly green above the middle coloured tip deeply nidular not wholely hiiden in the crater, clearly corymbose, somewhat few flowered, simple; floral bracts elliptic, tip rounded, entire, to ¾ as long as the sepals. Flowers stipitate with pedicels to 8 mm long, violet, to 30 mm long. Sepals 23 mm long, connate to 4 mm from the base, lobes narrow elliptic, subacute, glabrous, a little asymmetric. Petals around anthesis suberect, exceedingly acute, connate to above the middle. Anthers to 7 mm long.  Ovary to 9 mm

Habitat unknown, probably Brazil. The previous mentioned is closely related, but the comparison of dead material with living examples shows the different colour of the inner leaves. Only known from cultivation; I have the species in the Berlin Bot. Gardens. 

Key in Mez

Inflorescence emerging, flowers not at all immersed; petals acute.

"    Leaves involucral of the inner cyathium totally bluish-purple          A. Carolinae.

" " Leaves involucral of the inner cyathium scarlet, top abruptly green  A. Marechali.
